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2026 at Hastings Contemporary: 
Programme Highlights 

 

The Open: Odyssey 
28 March – 31 May 2026 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hastings Contemporary and Sussex Contemporary have partnered on the gallery’s first Open 
exhibition, opening in spring 2026. This landmark collaboration will bring together emerging and 
established artists from across the region, celebrating the creative force of Sussex.  

Selected from over 2500 entries, Odyssey will feature over 200 artists in a gallery-wide 
exhibition celebrating the diversity, energy and innovation of contemporary art today. Any artist 
with a connection to Sussex was invited to submit work responding to the theme of odyssey.  

Judge, broadcaster and environmental campaigner Chris Packham said, “Sussex’s coastlines 
and wild spaces are under immense pressure, yet they remain places of astonishing beauty and 
inspiration. I can’t wait to see how artists respond to the challenge posed by the Open. The 
insatiable human desire to create can cut through noise and help us confront our environmental 
crisis with clarity, imagination and, critically… hope.” 

 
Image credits: Odyssey judges Chris Packham;  Zoe Lyons;  Isabel Rock photographed by Nicola Tree;, Eva Langret 
photographed by Philip White Studio; Fiona Banner photographed by Mischa Haller; and Elena Crippa. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Janaina Tschäpe 
13 June – 13 September 
2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

German-Brazilian artist Janaina Tschäpe, draws inspiration from myth, the natural world and the 
mysteries of aquatic states. Based in New York, this is her first major institutional solo show in 
the UK, for which Tschäpe has created a new series of paintings that respond directly to her 
experience of visiting Hastings in a wet, stormy November. 

Spending her formative years in São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, Tschäpe, whose first name 
references the Brazilian sea goddess of the Candomblé religion, has always been captivated by 
the notion of the sea as a gateway to mystical realms. Offering forays into the geological state of 
the psyche, blending geographical, astronomical and intimately humane concerns, her resulting 
large-scale, abstract landscapes provide extraordinary tapestries of forms and lines that 
contain strangely reminiscent organic motifs defining her own idiosyncratic language. 

As an artist who has worked across painting, drawing, photography, video, sculpture and 
performance, her work draws on memory, sitting somewhere between abstraction and 
representation. By blending lyrical abstraction and environmental themes, Tschäpe offers a 
fresh perspective that bridges historical influences with post-modern sensibilities. 

Tschäpe’s work has been the subject of numerous solo exhibitions at major museums 
internationally, including the Den Frie Centre of Contemporary Art, Denmark; the Kasama 
Nichido Museum of Art, Japan; Irish Museum of Modern Art, Ireland; and the Contemporary Art 
Museum St. Louis, United States.  

 

Image credit: Janaina Tschäpe, Conversation with the sea #1, 2025, watercolor and pastel on paper, 57.1 x 76.2 cm 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Miguel Rothschild 
13 June – 13 September 
2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The duality and elemental power of the sea have inspired Miguel Rothschild’s work for more 
than two decades, creating work which conjures the luminous, ever moving and changing 
surface of the sea, as well as its silent, introspective depths.  

Working with photography and large-scale, sculptural installations, his work seeks to encourage 
dialogue around the need to care for and understand our oceans, and how sustainability 
requires us to acknowledge what remains hidden beneath the waves.  

Often toying with our pre-conceived notions of what we see and what we believe to be real, 
Rothschild disrupts and distorts that view with his seemingly literal depictions that seduce the 
viewer with their sense of drama and movement, but go on to reveal themselves to be 
melancholic, fractured and vulnerable. 

A celebrated figure internationally, this will be Rothschild’s first solo show in a major UK gallery 
and will include a dramatic new, site-specific seascape installation in the galleries, shown 
alongside recent photographic work.  

Rothschild’s work has been awarded multiple prizes and has shown widely internationally, with 
works held by major public collections including the State Museums of Berlin; Museo de Arte 
Latinoamericano, Buenos Aires; Museo de Arte Moderno, Buenos Aires and the Hermes Art 
Collection. 

 
Image credit: Miguel Rothschild, Elegy, 2017, print on fabric, fishing line, lead balls, epoxy, acrylic, 300 x 550 x 280 cm 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Moore / Freud 
13 June – 13 September 2026 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Moore / Freud will be the first exhibition to explore the distinctive ways in which Henry Moore 
and Lucian Freud drew upon familial bonds and intimate relationships as crucial sources of 
artistic inspiration. Presenting their work side-by-side, through a shared and personal theme, 
this small but tightly focused exhibition will help provoke consideration of issues such as where 
artistic inspiration is found and how it translates in very different ways.  

Freud and Moore are towering figures of the 20th century who would have been aware of each 
other’s work and have exhibited in similar contexts. For both artists, ‘family’ was a recurring 
theme. Freud famously repeatedly recorded his close friends, lovers and children, often 
sublimating the personal relationship through the titles that he chose for the works. In turn, 
Moore in the 1940s began to represent the family group in maquettes and drawings. His 
Madonna and Child works reflect on this same subject as well as his post-war groupings – 
usually a mother, father and child or children. Even his wartime Shelter Drawings often 
represent families huddled together on the London tube platforms. Moore’s return to particular 
shapes and groupings suggests that repetition was a fundamental part of the process of 
understanding form. The rounded, natural shapes that are found in Moore become staccato, 
angular geometries in Freud’s etchings.  

The exhibition will place two artists in conversation through an examination of Moore 
maquettes and drawings, where the artist’s hand is felt more keenly, and Freud’s etchings plus a 
small number of his key oil paintings from public and private collections including the Sainsbury 
Centre for Visual Arts, University of East Anglia, and the New Art Gallery Walsall. 
 
Image credits: Left: Lucian Freud, Kai, 1991-92, etching. The New Art Gallery Walsall, Permanent Collection. Acquired 
through the Cultural Gifts Scheme, administered by Arts Council England. © The Lucian Freud Archive. All Rights 
Reserved 2025 / Bridgeman Images. Photo: Marc Heathcote. Right: Henry Moore, Family Group, 1945 © 2026 The 
Henry Moore Foundation. All Rights Reserved, DACS / www.henry-moore.org 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Edge: Where the Land 
Meets the Sea 
26 September 2026 – 3 January 2027 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Edge is the first of two landmark exhibitions commissioned by Hastings Contemporary which 
respond directly to the gallery’s location on a shingle beach to explore themes including ocean 
futures and sustainability. The sequel exhibition, Horizon, will take place in autumn 2027. 

Curated by The Land Gardeners who presented the landmark exhibition ‘SOIL’ at Somerset 
House in 2025, Edge will be a major thematic exhibition staged across the gallery, exploring how 
our soils and seas are interconnected as part of a sophisticated web of life on our planet. The 
seas are directly impacted by our activity on the land, be it through pesticides leaching into the 
waterways, or sewage and toxic bio-beads being released into our seas. The symbiotic 
partnership between the two plays a crucial role, interfering with life cycles and biodiversity, 
much of which is invisible. 

The exhibition will feature work from the early 20th century to now, by artists including Anya 
Gallaccio, Wolfgang Tillmans, Merce Cunningham, Barbara Hepworth, Leopold and Rudolf 
Blaschka, Jem Southam, Martin Parr, Susie Hamilton, and Massimo Bartolini. It will consider 
topics framed by the point at which land and sea meet; from biodiversity and the natural 
environment, to human relationships with the coast, from leisure to coastal poverty and 
migration.  

 

Image credit: Susie Hamilton, Lime Beach, 2018, acrylic on canvas, 80 x 80cm. Photographer Jackson 
Pearce White. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Sussex Spotlight 

Maggie Scott: Five Times More 
28 January – 15 March 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sussex Spotlight is a regular programme of changing displays that celebrates the wealth of 
artistic talent in the region though a series of solo exhibitions across Hastings Contemporary’s 
public spaces.  

Five Times More centres on the relationship between mother and child, drawing together 
personal reflections on motherhood and shared histories of pregnancy, childbirth and care – 
punctuated by the stark statistic that Black women in the UK are five times more likely to die 
during pregnancy or childbirth.  

Maggie Scott is a St Leonards-based artist whose work is shaped by lived experience as a Black 
British woman, an activist, and as a mother. Her felted textile works are re-interpretations of 
photographic images that often explore the politics of representation and the tensions and 
contradictions of a Black British identity. 

 

Image credit: Maggie Scott, Five Times, 2021. Courtesy of Leicestershire County Council Artworks Collection. Photo 
John Cole © Maggie Scott 

  



 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS 

IMAGES FOR MEDIA USE CAN BE DOWNLOADED HERE 
 

FOR MEDIA ENQUIRIES  

For images, interviews, and requests, please contact Celia Bailey, Arts PR & Development: 
bailey_celia@hotmail.com | 07930 442 411 

Hastings Contemporary is a bold, independent arts charity in the heart of Hastings Old Town. 
Through bold exhibitions, partnerships and events, the gallery brings world-class art to Hastings 
for the benefit of everyone. With a programme anchored in marine ecology, ocean futures and 
sustainable cultures, Hastings Contemporary brings together artists, scientists, fishing 
communities, and the public to explore new creative frontiers – all within an award-winning 
building on the town’s historic fishing beach.  

Visiting the gallery 
Open Wednesday to Sunday and bank holidays, 11am to 5pm. Under 18s visit for free. Hastings 
and Rother residents can visit for half price, from just £5. Become a member for unlimited free 
visits, special invitations, discounts, and more, from just £32 a year. 

Hastings Contemporary 
Rock-a-Nore Road, Hastings, TN34 3DW 
01424 728377 | hastingscontemporary.org  

 

DACS Images Press Use: Press use is moderate use of artworks which would be considered to 
be fair dealing with an artwork (other than a photograph) to report a current event, or fair dealing 
with an artwork for the purpose of criticism or review, as specified in the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988 c. 48 Section 30 Subsections (1) - (3). Uses of artworks which comply with the 
provisions in this section would therefore fall under an exception and do not need to be licensed 
for the limited specified uses. All other uses should be licensed. Due to the territorial nature of 
copyright law, prior authorisation may need to be sought for any press uses outside of the UK.  
 
In addition, please ensure that all artworks are shown in full, with no cropping, overprinting or 
manipulation. Sufficient acknowledgement identifying the artwork and copyright holder is also 
required and DACS can provide you with the correct copyright by-line (contact details below).  
 
Non-press use of artworks, highly commercial uses which are not considered to be ‘fair dealing’ 
or press uses where the above criteria do not apply (including, but not limited to, covers and 
feature articles; your own printed or online publicity materials; etc) must be licensed before use 
by the Design and Artists Copyright Society (DACS) as representative of the copyright holder.   
 
Further information can be obtained on the DACS website or by contacting the DACS Licensing 
team on +44 (0)207 780 7550 / licensing@dacs.org.uk.             

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/nuohiggvbwl6k3ps3gkl8/ANKySN1k0wSCHOhmjYewkdg?rlkey=v0t3mubvgab1xw9ffqoa0t2jm&st=b6cm6lsv&dl=0
mailto:bailey_celia@hotmail.com
https://www.hastingscontemporary.org/
https://www.dacs.org.uk/knowledge-base/factsheets/exceptions-and-limitations
mailto:licensing@dacs.org.uk

